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Winning
Defenders’ Trial Skills
WEDNESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 26, 2018      
SAUCON VALLEY COUNTRY CLUB
2050 SAUCON VALLEY ROAD, BETHLEHEM, PA 

6 CLE CREDITS INCLUDING 2 ETHICS HOURS

Registration Winning Defenders’ Trial Skills
Wednesday, September 26, 2018      

Registration Fees 
 Nonmembers  $525 
 PACDL Regular Member $325 
 PACDL Public Defender (Full-Time) $250 

  Courses Materials (Choose one) 
 Printed Materials $  20
 Thumb Drive of Course Materials  $    5  
 Electronic Copy via a secure, file sharing platform  Free 
                                                               Total                        $________

Registrant Information
Name  ____________________________________________________

Firm Name or County   _______________________________________

Attorney ID___________________ Year Admitted to PA Bar __________

Street Address  _____________________________________________

City  _________________________  State ________ Zip ___________

Telephone Number (_____)  ___________________________________

Fax Number (_____)   ________________________________________

Email  ____________________________________________________

Please note any needs related to food allergies  _____________________

Payment Information
      Pay by check (enclosed)                Pay by credit card 

Type of Card:       MasterCard         Visa         American Express        Discover 

Card Number ______________________________________________

Expiration Date ____________________  CVV Code ________________

Name on Card  _____________________________________________

Card Billing Address (if different from above)  ______________________

_________________________________________________________

City _______________________________ State ______  Zip ________

CLE reporting fees are included in the seminar price.  Join PACDL and save on   
your registration fee!  This seminar has been approved for 4 substantive law, 
practice, and procedure credit hours and 2 ethics hours by the Continuing Legal 
Education Board of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania.



Winning Defenders’
Trial Skills Seminar

Why Storytelling Trial Skills Training? Business, economic, 
innovation and technology trends have changed the global marketplace and have 
disrupted the courtroom too.  From how people shop, watch TV, communicate 
with friends, learn, and perform work duties, individuals have new levels of 
expectations for consuming information, personalization, and storytelling. Those 
expectations are not discarded at the courthouse door.  Learn how to meet that 
new communication dynamic by keeping your trial skills fresh and tell your client’s 
story like a professional. 

Why PACDL? We understand that your time is valuable. Your professional 
development must focus on recognizing that your ordinary determinations can 
lead to your extraordinary distinction.  Toward that end, we curate perspectives 
and content to deliver learning that focuses on your professional and 
organizational challenges.  We then identify the most innovative and creative 
defense practitioners and experts in the area to share their unique experiences, 
knowledge and ideas and offer targeted development of skills and abilities 
featuring high-levels of interactivity.

Course Planners and Presenters:
Gary Asteak (Easton), Patrick A. Casey (Scranton), Renee Colbert (Canonsburg), 
Mary DeFusco (Philadelphia), Michael Engle (Philadelphia), Robert Eyer (Easton), 
Philip Gelso (Kingston), Brian Jordan (Stroudsburg), and Frank Nocito (Kingston)

Session Schedule 

8:30 a.m.   Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:50 a.m. Welcome and Announcements

9:00 a.m.  Ready for Trial -- How Do You Find Your Story?  
  Ready for trial, especially in today’s 24/7 world, requires a practice-

ready approach and focus on finding your client’s story.  The session 
will show you how to isolate your important story factors, identify 
the elements of conflict, and develop your theme. With a focus on 
the six storytelling genres, you will be shown how to take complex 
facts, simplify them, and create consensus more quickly.   

10:15 a.m.  Opening Strong – There is No Meaning Without the 
Context of a Story. Opening with a thematic statement can 
be the driving force that foreshadows the path forward for 
jurors. Without a strong theme for your client’s story, there is 
no context or frame for the jury.  Learn how to bring life to your 
case by introducing a point of view, the main characters, and the 
sub-plots.  Answer early questions by delivering your opening 
with a hook that captures jurors’ attention and delivers clarity in 
a way that makes sense for those who prefer to “see” a process 
conceptually.  

11:15 a.m.  Directing the Story. This session will focus on how to build 
the story on direct, using the defendant and your witnesses to 
advance the narrative, add meaning to the story and putting the 
jury in the shoes of the defense.

12:15 p.m. Lunch

  1:00 p.m. Getting the Story Right in the Closing. Learn how to 
“commercialize” your closing by reinforcing the theme of your 
story and getting it to resonate by addressing several questions 
for the jury, including: What’s in it for me? Why should I believe 
you? and Why should I care?

  2:15 p.m. Jury Independence (Ethics). A look at the storied history of 
the right of the jury to acquit.  Jurors are routinely charged that 
they must accept the law from the judge. But is that always the 
case?  Jurors have had the right to refuse to convict to avoid 
injustice, at least since the trial of William Penn. Pennsylvania has 
a proud history of juries refusing to convict those charged with 
violations of the Fugitive Slave Act.  This presentation looks at 
effective ways to implement this time-honored jury tradition and 
teaches how to inform and empower people in the community to 
serve as a check on over-zealous prosecutions.

  4:15 p.m.  Adjournment

  
Registration Information
Register online or mail, fax or email your completed registration form with 
payment no later than September 20, 2018.  Only prepaid attendees are 
guaranteed seating.  Door registrations are permitted only as space and 
material are available.  Contact information:   
 Mail: PACDL, 115 State Street, Harrisburg, PA  17101
 Fax: (717) 234.7462
 Email: pacdl@pacdl.org
 Telephone: (717) 234.7403
 Website: www.pacdl.org

Cancellation Policy:  All cancellation and refund requests must be made 
in writing before close of business on September 20, 2018. A refund of the full 
conference fee, minus a $75 administration fee, will be given for cancellations 
received by close of business on that date. No refunds will be granted for 
requests dated/postmarked after September 20, 2018. You may submit your 
cancellation via email to pacdl@pacdl.org.  PACDL regrets that refunds shall not 
be provided for no-shows.    

Substitutions:  If you cannot attend, a colleague may take your place 
or your materials will be mailed to you. The individual submitting the transfer 
request is responsible for all financial obligations (any balance due) associated 
with that substitution.

CLE Credits:  You will be eligible to receive up to 4 substantive law, 
practice, and procedure credits and 2 hours of ethics.

Consent to Use of Photographic Images:  Registration and 
attendance at, or participation in PACDL meetings and activities constitutes an 
agreement by the registrant to the use and distribution of the registrant’s image 
or voice in photographs, videotapes, electronic reproductions and audiotapes 
of such events and activities by PACDL without the express written permission 
of those included in the photograph or video.  PACDL may use the photograph/
video in publications or other media materials produced, used or contracted by 
PACDL including brochures, magazines, websites, invitations, etc.  No names or 
other personal identifying information will be used without written approval 
from the photographed subject.  By participating in our training, you agree to 
release, defend, hold harmless and indemnify PACDL from any and all claims 
involving the use of your photograph or likeness.  

Business Attire:  Saucon Valley Country Club requires appropriate 
business attire.  No T-Shirts, sweatpants, leggings or denim are permitted.  For 
the site's policy see www.sauconvalleycc.org.

Cell Phones:  Note that this site restricts the use of cell phones in public 
areas of the Country Club.

Questions:  Please contact us at pacdl@pacdl.org or 717.234.7403.


